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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iran
March 15, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), and section 505(c) of the
International Security and Development Co-
operation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa–
9(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic
report on the national emergency with re-
spect to Iran that was declared in Executive
Order 12957 of March 15, 1995.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 15, 1999.

Remarks at the Sixth Millennium
Evening at the White House
March 15, 1999

The President. Thank you. First of all, let
me welcome all of you here tonight and
thank our participants. I will be very brief,
because the only thing that frustrates me
about these Millennial Evenings is that you
will be amazed—we will get literally thou-
sands of questions that will start coming in
on the Internet and lots of frustrated people
out there. So I don’t want to take a lot of
time.

I would like to say again—I think I speak
for all of us—when Hillary had the idea to
do these evenings, I thought they sounded
interesting or at least maybe most of them
would be interesting. [Laughter] They have
all turned out to be fascinating and, each in
their own way, better than the ones before.
And I think this is a great gift she has given
our country for the millennium, and I thank
her for it.

The remarks generated scores of questions
in my mind and one fact I want to say. If
you ever want an example of whether or not
the gender gap exists, you are looking at it—
[laughter]—because I would not be here if

it did not exist. Or if it did not exist in the
right way, I would have had bigger margins,
depending on how you look at it. [Laughter]

One of the things I wish that somebody
would comment on before we get through—
although, it’s not my question—is, if women
learn different ways of doing things through
the century of struggle, how would this Con-
gress be different if the party divisions were
exactly the same, but 55 percent of the Mem-
bers were women? That would be inter-
esting. I don’t know the answer to that, but
feel free to comment if anyone wants to.
[Laughter]

I want to ask Professor Kessler-Harris to
answer a question that has concerned me
quite a great deal, just from remembering
the patterns of life with my working grand-
mother and my working mother. Now that
we have opened more opportunities for
women in the workplace, but they still are
spending, I think, even in two-parent house-
holds, more than half of the time spent rais-
ing children, and we’ve even opened more
opportunities for women in the political
workplace, and more are being opened all
the time, I would like to have you comment
on what you think the potential is for vol-
untary citizens’ groups of women to still
produce both social movements and specific
legislative changes. That is, will voluntary
groups still have the same impact? And if
so, how are we going to continue to encour-
age that?

Because I think that that’s really the
unique story of the whole 20th century, all
those parades and everything we saw in the
films. Will more women in the workplace,
still having to raise the kids—and in the polit-
ical workplace, which may make women
think they’re represented in more ordinary
ways—lead to a reduction or an increase in
these voluntary associations? And what are
some specific examples where we might see
voluntary movements produce social move-
ments and legislative change?

[At this point, the discussion continued.]

The President. I just wanted to say one
thing that I have learned from a lifetime of
sort of listening to the way people talk and
relate. And this goes to Deborah’s—the pre-
vious question, too. I think if you will really
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